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How was the Opera <1945> Composed?:
An Interpretation of the Opera Composition Technique and
the Direction of Music by Uzong Choe

Jivoung Kang

Uzong Choe’s opera €1945> | which premiered in 2019, is regarded as a work
that has left a significant mark on the 70th anniversary of the Korean creative opera,
It is based on the power of the Libretto in Korean, which contains the lives and
society of Koreans, This made the audience empathize and gain universality,
However, due to the nature of the opera genre, ‘music’ is the most important thing.
This paper examined the composer Uzong Choe’s opera composition techniques in
three categories: the utilization of Leitmotiv, the music that directs dramatic elements,
and quotation techniques and composition methods, As a result, Uzong Choe’s opera
<1945> revealed that various musical materials existing as ‘fragmentation’ had a
fluid ‘articulation’ relationship with each other and were composed in a ‘polyphony’

in vertical and horizontal terms.
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