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A Study on Little Theater Opera as an
Independent Category of Music Composition:
Focusing on the Operas of {(The Death of Mr. Kim),
{The Man of Fifty), and (Huh, Nanseolheon)

Minhee Lee

This paper looked at the characteristics of ‘little theater opera’ as an independent
category of music composition divided into narrative, musical, dramatic, productive,
and experiential layers of audiences.

First, little theater opera is an opera composed for a ‘small’ stage and it is
distinguished from the ‘grand opera’ composed for theaters with the size of more
than 1,000 seats, Little theater opera has a unique form of stage and seat structure,
which is not the ‘proscenium stage.’

Second, ‘little theater opera’ targets ‘small audiences’ gathered in a ‘small
space’. Therefore, it shows materials, narrations, and perspectives that are
distinguished from the existing grand theater-oriented operas of being criticized. For
example, the existing grand opera combines classical literature, heroes, and historical
figures with majestic orchestrations and large-scale choirs, making them into a
‘collective experience’ of large audiences. However, in little theater, it shows the
composition of that ‘individuals’ appreciate a new attention and perspective to
overturn and twist the complicated texts and the existing narrations, that are
originated from literature or philosophy, etc.

Third, the audience of little theater opera looks at the stage with a unique sense
and they experience a vivid ‘liveness’ through it, This is distinguished from the
presence as a general attribute of performing arts to see and feel just from just looking

at the performances giving live,
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Fourth, various types of musical and dramatic experiments take place in little
theater opera, In particular, it is attempted in a variety of ways, from testing various
kinds of music crossing atonal sound and tonal sound in musical aspects to borrowing
the traditional format of the stage play in dramatic aspects.

Fifth, little theater opera is free to reinterpret works through a change in the
production, This is partly because the equipment, technology, and capital required
for directors to completely control ‘small stages’ are easier than large stages.

Through these aforementioned characteristics, ‘little theater opera’ as a category
of music creation will be definitely established itself, by which more elaborate
criticism and analysis on Korean operas will be available based on the independent

category of ‘little theater opera.’
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