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Anti—Judaism and the Turba Choruses in John Passion:

Re—reading John and Luther

Kayoung Lee

This study explores the notion, anti-Judaism and its relation to J. S. Bach’s John
Passion, In order to examine if the notion is portrayed in the composition, this study
reviews the passion narrative found John’s Gospel, in particular, the expression of the
Jews and its use and function within the Gospel. Furthermore, this study investigates
Luther’s writings to see his definition of the Jews. After re-reading those theological
literatures, T will point out that the meaning of the Jews found in those writings can be
said to be ambiguous and equivocal, arguing that it is less likely that the John's Gospel
and Luther's writings capture the notion of anti-Judaism, emphasizing that Bach’s

composition does not seem to embody the notion in his composition either,
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