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A Research on Various Poetry Interpretations about Musical

Pieces Accommodating 'Jeodongsae' by Sowol Kim

In-Shun Shin

This study deals with analyses of Korean composers works that accomodate Sowol
Kim's poem Jjeopttongsae (an oriental scops owl) in order to find out methods for
‘music making of Korean language’ and furthermore ‘musical expression of Korean
emotion’,

In this study, it is confirmed that the meaning of dividing lines, three-metre
constitution, 'gradation form' through this, and 'chain repetitions' of the poem are
intended for including ‘Tale’ subject into a suitable form, as well as an aesthetic value
of the poem ascended due to these.

Through a detailed prosodic analysis, it is observed that an affricate [%] and a
plosive [H] in Jeopttong word produced by a sudden opening of a impatent vocal
organ represent an eruption of suppressed emotion as Jeopttong imitates calling of the
bird, Prosodic analysis reconfirms the use of poetic ideas in the poem construction as
a whole, The Honcheol notation used in the poem, use of proposition ‘at’ and
diphthong, and the only appearance of punctuation comma, all of these yield to the
linguistic rhythm, and this is to emphasize the poetic ideas in the entire form. This
means that poetic ideas and significations in this poem correspond harmoniously to the
rhyme construction and the form of it.

This study investigated how a gradation form and chain repetitions inferred from the
analysis are reflected in the works of composers, The gradation form of Sowol Kim's
poem _Jeopttongsae is realized as through-composed form in art-songs of some
composers(Un-Yung La, Jong-Yeoul Chong) whereas a modified-strophic form was used

by Doo-Nam Jo in his song. But he reflected gradation form as well as chain repetitions
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into his song by setting new melodies to the divided lines of the third and fourth
stanzas.

Also confirmed is that ‘death’ is expressed musically as well in works by composers
meaning the prosodic analysis is applicable to music, Furthermore, regardless of date of
composition, ‘death’ and Jeopttong figure appear as descending 4" interval equally.
This has a something to do with ‘Leitmotiv’ idea used in western music, We can
interpretate poetic ideas of Sowol Kim’s poem by prosodic analysis and the same ideas

are expressed as ‘Leitmotiv’ in music consistently,
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