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'Laughter' in modern Korean music

. with focus on Korean modern comic operas

Miyoung Kim

This study aims to understand how laughter, which is recognized as one of the
essences of Korean culture, is realized specifically in Korean modern art music. The
investigation is based in Korean and western theories of laughter as well as theories of
musical humor, The study is centered on Korean modern comic operas, with inclusion
of the comical aspects expressed in one of the Korean tragic operas

Through investigation of the selected operas, {Chunhyang Chon) , {(The Weddin
g) , (The Wedding Day) , {(Soul Mate) , (The Fire Valley) , and {(Spring, Spring) ,
the study illuminates laughter which criticizes modern materialism, serves as satire of
privilege, functions as a liberator from sadness and suffering, and integrates humor and

irony.
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