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ABSTRACT

A Study (II) on Musical Dramatization Manifested in Concert
During the Latter Half of 20th Century

- Focusing on Le Miracle de la rose of Hans Werner Henze

Sang Myung Han

This study examined the clarinet concerto Le Miracle de la rose of Henze, one of the
most renowned composers of the late 20th century, from the perspective of dramatization
with academic interest in works that pursued novelty based on traditional concerto format, a
combination of solo musical instrument and orchestra in the latter part of the 20th century.

Le Miracle de la rose is a tune for orchestra consisting of solo clarinet and 13 musical
instrument performers. For this work, Henze adopted some part from a novel with same title
which was a biographic novel written by French author Jenet, and used the title of the novel
as the tune title to create a dramatized concerto highlighting an imaginary stage with stories.

Although he incorporated external contents of music into his work, he assigned the roles
of characters in story to solo musical instrument and some individual musical instruments to
ensure that this work, an instrumental music, would be understood equally in terms of music.
Moreover, he expressed emotion through musical instruments in dramatic situations while the
story was unfolding, along with acoustic support for orchestra. The audience could found that
the tune of music formed in that way was reminiscent of stories being unfolded on an
imaginary stage. Henze presented an excellent example that the concerto format, a
combination of solo musical instrument and orchestra, could be used for creation of
instrumental music based on dramatic contents through composition of Le Miracle de la rose.
At the same time, it showed that the traditional concerto form could provide important basis

for presenting new creative ideas continuously also in the latter part of the 20th century.
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